The Star Brand... the most potent object of power the Earth 
has ever seen. Where it came from, how it arrived on Earth, 
and what energies it employs are all unfathomable 
mysteries. Whosoever wields its power can do virtually 
anything. The only limitation to its use is the imagination 
and courage of its wielder. 


So far, two men of Earth have possessed its power. The 
first, known only as the Old Man, was a Dutch count who 
acquired the Star Brand some 500 years ago. He kept the 
power a secret while it grew inside his body, aging his body 
very slowly. Eventually he realized that the power was too 
unstable for him to ever control, and on July 22, 1986, the 
Old Man tried to transfer its power to an asteroid. The flash 
of energy caused by the transfer atomized the asteroid and 
sent the Star Brand's awesome energies cascading into 
space, bombarding the Earth with mutagenic energy. This 
occurrence, dubbed the White Event, lasted less than two 
seconds, but had worldwide consequences. Two human 
beings in every million were affected by those energies and 
began to change, assuming paranormal forms and abilities. 


Realizing that he still possessed a fraction of its nigh-infinite 
power, the Old Man passed the Star Brand along to another 
human being, Pittsburgh-born car mechanic Kenneth 
Connell. Connell employed the Star Brand energies for 
months, fending off the Old Man's efforts to test his abilities, 
and finally decided to assume the dual identity of a 
costumed hero. But when Connell realized that he could not 
wield the power wisely enough, he too tried to transfer the 
power to an inanimate object. Soaring ten miles above his 
home, Connell transferred the Star Brand power into a bent 
dumbbell. This action caused the Star Brand's alien to 
obliterate everything within a 50-mile wide sphere around it, 
including the city of Pittsburgh. Connell’s body itself was 
disintegrated in the Black Event, but has since been 
resurrected by the power of the Star Brand. 


Now, the new wielder of the Star Brand tries to use his 
power for the good of mankind... 
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Your gunship crashed in ‘lam. You died screaming in flames. That's when 
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A MAN WHOSE FAMILY WAS KILLED. A FAMILY OF KILLERS. 
THEIR DIFFERENCES ARE PAINFULLY SIMILAR. 
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ASSASSIN’S GUILD . 
A Graphic Novel By 


JO DUFFY, JORGE ZAFFINO & JULIE MICHEL 
On Sale In September - From Marvel° 


